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#1 Longest Commute in Huntsville Market — ALEX Intelligence 2026

Hartselle Has Alabama’s Longest 
Commute

28-minute average to work — a structural edge in Huntsville’s real estate map

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

28
Mean Commute to Work by City, in Minutes (2024)

Hartselle leads the Huntsville market in average commute time 
to work.

This 28-minute mean reflects a deep spatial divide: the longer the 
commute, the more the city is priced out of the core employment 
zone. Hartselle’s residents face a daily time penalty that directly 
impacts housing demand, affordability, and long-term retention. The 
data underscores a fundamental truth: commute length is not just a 
lifestyle metric — it’s a real estate valuation filter.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 · ALEX 
Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-19-huntsville-commute-place-long

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-19-huntsville-commute-place-long
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Commute Length Is a Valuation Filter

In Huntsville, commute time is not a passive statistic — it’s an active market signal. Areas with longer 
commutes, like Hartselle, experience suppressed demand despite proximity to the metro. This creates 
a real estate asymmetry: core areas with shorter commutes command premium pricing, while outer 
zones absorb excess supply. This dynamic reinforces the value of walkability and proximity to 
employment hubs, especially in a defense and tech-driven economy where reliability and time 
efficiency are paramount.
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The Hidden Incentive for 
Urban Density

The fact that Hartselle averages a 28-minute commute — the 
highest in the market — reveals a structural advantage for 
cities that prioritize urban density and transit connectivity. As 
infrastructure investment lags, the cost of commuting 
becomes a de facto tax on residents in low-density, high-
commute areas. This creates a natural incentive for public and 
private actors to invest in transit, mixed-use development, and 
smart growth — not just for quality of life, but for long-term 
real estate resilience. The market is already pricing in the cost 
of inefficiency.
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