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#1 in Highest Rents — Aurora & Eastern Denver Metro 2024

$2,148 Median Gross Rent in 
Aurora

Centennial leads highest rents in the eastern Denver metro — ALEX 
Intelligence, 2024
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THE DATA

$2,148
Median Gross Rent (2024)

Centennial leads the eastern Denver metro in rental cost, 
reflecting strong demand and infrastructure investment.

This figure is not just a number—it’s a signal of where capital, 
connectivity, and institutional trust are converging. Centennial’s top 
ranking is rooted in its proximity to major employment hubs, high-
capacity transit corridors, and the presence of public-private 
development partnerships. The $2,148 median rent reflects not just 
affordability pressure, but a market that values stability, safety, and 
long-term planning.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 · ALEX 
Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-19-aurora-gross-rent-place-mkt

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-19-aurora-gross-rent-place-mkt
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Rent Drives Urban Hierarchy

The top 10 cities in the eastern Denver metro aren’t ranked by proximity to downtown Denver, but by 
the quality of their institutional infrastructure. Centennial’s $2,148 median rent is not a sign of 
overpricing—it’s a market signal that tenants are willing to pay a premium for predictability, resilience, 
and access to high-quality public services. This hierarchy is self-reinforcing: higher rents attract better 
maintenance, more security, and stronger tenant retention, which in turn supports higher property 
values.
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Affordability Is a Strategic 
Choice

The gap between Centennial ($2,148) and Federal Heights 
($1,687) is not just a cost difference—it’s a structural divide in 
how communities invest in their futures. For investors and 
policymakers, this isn’t a problem to solve—it’s a map of 
where value is being actively created. The market is already 
deciding: places with sustained public investment and 
governance stability will continue to command higher rents, 
regardless of national trends.
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