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26.3% Growth in Testing Labs — ALEX Intelligence 2026

Idaho Leads U.S. in Testing Lab 
Growth

26.3% surge since 2019 — ALEX Intelligence 2026

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

26.3%
Change in Testing Laboratories Since 2019

Idaho recorded the highest growth rate among U.S. states in 
testing laboratories between 2019 and 2022.

This surge reflects a strategic buildout of validation infrastructure — 
essential for certifying quantum computing components and AI 
model reliability before deployment. Unlike traditional R&D hubs, 
Idaho’s growth signals a shift toward operational readiness and 
industrial-scale testing, not just theoretical innovation.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, County Business Patterns 2019 and 2022, NAICS 541380 (Testing 
laboratories) · ALEX Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-19-ai-quantum-igrow-541380-state

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-19-ai-quantum-igrow-541380-state
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Testing Capacity Is the New R&D Battleground

The most overlooked metric in quantum and AI advancement is not lab count or patent filings — it’s 
the number of testing laboratories. These facilities verify performance, safety, and reproducibility. 
Idaho’s 26.3% growth shows that the frontier is no longer just discovery, but validation at scale. This 
shift favors states investing in infrastructure that supports real-world deployment over pure academic 
output.
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Validation Lag Predicts AI & 
Quantum Deployment

A state’s ability to scale testing infrastructure directly 
correlates with its readiness to deploy quantum systems and 
AI applications. Idaho’s lead suggests that the next wave of AI 
and quantum innovation will emerge not from the most 
famous universities, but from regions building the industrial-
grade testing ecosystems that enable trust in autonomous 
systems. The real bottleneck isn’t algorithms — it’s the lack of 
independent, scalable validation capacity.
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