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Charlotte’s Commute Spread Is 
18.6 Minutes

Westport vs. Statesville: A 2024 Mobility Divide

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

18.6
Spread in Mean Commute Across the Market, in Minutes (2024)

This measures the difference between the highest and lowest 
average commute times across Charlotte’s major suburban 
cities.

The 18.6-minute spread between Westport (38.7 minutes) and 
Cherryville (27.8 minutes) reveals a deep asymmetry in daily 
mobility within the Charlotte metro. This gap is not a statistical 
artifact—it reflects real geographic and infrastructural divides that 
favor some communities over others in access to jobs, services, and 
opportunity.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 · ALEX 
Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-17-charlotte-commute-spread

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-17-charlotte-commute-spread
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Commute Inequality Is a Market Signal

Charlotte’s widening commute spread isn’t just about traffic—it’s a structural signal of uneven 
development. Areas with shorter commutes, like Cherryville and Indian Trail, are likely benefiting from 
earlier infrastructure investment and denser employment hubs. In contrast, Westport’s high average 
suggests underinvestment in transit or a reliance on single-occupancy vehicle use, reinforcing spatial 
segregation.

This imbalance may be skewing housing demand: buyers seeking short commutes are being forced 
into a shrinking pool of accessible neighborhoods, driving up prices in the most connected areas and 
leaving others behind.
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Mobility Disparities Favor 
the Resilient

The 18.6-minute spread indicates that Charlotte’s market is 
not just growing—it’s stratifying. Communities with lower 
commute times are becoming more desirable not just for 
convenience, but for economic security. As remote work 
trends flatten some demand, the physical proximity to 
employment hubs becomes a premium.

This creates a feedback loop: higher desirability → stronger 
price appreciation → greater capital inflow → improved 
infrastructure → even shorter commutes. The result? A self-
reinforcing cycle where the most connected areas grow richer, 
while others face stagnation—despite the city’s overall 
economic momentum.
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