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21.2% Gap in Plant Growth —
Where Al Hardware Expands

Houston leads, Hartford lags — the physical layer of Al is shifting fast
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21.2%

Spread Between the Fastest and Slowest Growth in Electrical
Equipment Plants (2022)

The gap between Houston-Pasadena-The Woodlands, TX and
Hartford-West Hartford-East Hartford, CT reflects where physical
infrastructure for Al semiconductors is truly scaling.

This 21.2% spread is not just a statistic — it's a geographic signal. It
reveals where new electrical equipment manufacturing, a core
component of Al chip production, is gaining momentum. The fastest-
growing metros are not just near existing fabs; they’'re becoming
hubs for the entire supply chain, from packaging to testing. This
divergence suggests that Al hardware expansion is not uniform —
it’s being driven by localized investment in physical infrastructure.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, County Business Patterns 2019 and 2022, NAICS 335 (Electrical

equipment, appliance, and component manufacturing) - ALEX Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-16-ai-semis-dive-335-msa
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Al Infrastructure Is Physical First

The data shows that Al’s future isn’t just in code or models — it’s in factories. The 21.2% gap between
Houston and Hartford isn’t about software; it's about where new electrical equipment plants are being
built. These plants are the physical backbone of Al chips, producing components like power
management systems, sensors, and interconnects. The growth in Houston reflects a broader trend:
regions with strong semiconductor ecosystems are attracting not just design talent, but the physical
infrastructure needed to build and test next-gen Al hardware.
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The South Is Becoming the
New Semiconductor Core

Houston'’s position in the top 10 for growth — despite not
being a traditional silicon valley — signals a shift in the
physical layer of Al. The South is no longer just a consumer of
semiconductor products; it’s becoming a center for
manufacturing and integration. This aligns with NIST’s recent
$30M in MEP grants to support semiconductor innovation
across multiple states, including Texas. The data confirms that
investment in physical layer resilience is moving beyond legacy
hubs and into new geographies with strong infrastructure,
workforce, and logistics networks.



5/5

MIT, Nvidia, Google & IBM-Trained. Cross Domain-Expert: Quantum, Al, Ethics, Sovereignty, Intelligence, Philanthropy.
Solepoint Planning. VUI Al Cloud Architect. Al Certifications Development. Quant/Al Instructor. Castor Venture Club Member.
Associate Broker.

George Arnold Alexander III, MPA

Partner, ALEX Companies
Associate Broker, Alexander Tiffany Southwest, LLC dba ALEX.realestate, et.al.
Texas License #574878-B - Broker License #565194-BB
Broker, ALEX Real Estate - North Carolina License #367733
Independent Broker, ALEX Real Estate - Colorado License #11.100112456

ALEX Intelligence ALEX Real Estate ALEX Advisory ALEX Cares

deep intelligence genius real estate uncontested strateqy | purposeful philanthropy



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5

