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35.5% Growth in Crop Support Ops — #1 Metro

35.5% Growth in Crop Support 
Ops — #1 Metro

Philadelphia leads U.S. in agtech infrastructure expansion

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

35.5%
Change in Crop Production Support Operations Since 2019

Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington ranks #1 in U.S. for growth in 
crop support operations since 2019.

This surge reflects a structural shift in agricultural support 
infrastructure, not just real estate development. The rise in NAICS 
1151 operations—support activities for crop production—signals a 
growing ecosystem of agtech service providers, logistics hubs, and 
data integration platforms. This is not a land-grant university cluster 
or a traditional farming region, but a metropolitan node where AI, 
robotics, and supply chain tech converge.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, County Business Patterns 2019 and 2022, NAICS 1151 (Support 
activities for crop production) · ALEX Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-13-agtech-igrow-1151-msa

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-13-agtech-igrow-1151-msa
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AI Infrastructure Is the New Ag Hub

Philadelphia’s dominance in crop support operations isn’t driven by farmland, but by its dense 
network of AI and data infrastructure. The city’s proximity to major land-grant universities like Penn 
State and its strong ties to federal research funding via the USDA and National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) have created a fertile ground for agtech innovation. This is not a farming boom—it’s 
an AI deployment boom disguised as agricultural growth.
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AgTech Growth Is Decoupling 
from Farmland

The data reveals a fundamental shift: agtech expansion is no 
longer tied to rural production zones. Philadelphia’s 35.5% 
increase in support operations—outpacing even traditional ag 
hubs like Fresno and Visalia—shows that the future of 
agriculture is being built in urban centers where data, talent, 
and capital converge. This decoupling suggests that the most 
valuable asset in agtech is not soil, but the AI and analytics 
infrastructure that manages it.
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