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24 Aircraft Plants in Los
Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim

Where America's aerospace engine is actually located — ALEX Intelligence,
2026
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THE DATA

Aircraft Plants (2022)

The Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim metro area hosts the
highest concentration of aircraft manufacturing facilities in the
U.S.

This concentration is not accidental. The region’s deep integration of
defense, aviation, and Al-driven supply chain automation has
created a self-reinforcing industrial ecosystem. Unlike other metros
where aircraft manufacturing is a niche, in Southern California it is a
foundational layer of the regional economy.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, County Business Patterns 2022, NAICS 336411 (Aircraft

manufacturing) - ALEX Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-10-ai-space-ind-336411-msa
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Al Is Rewiring Industrial Proximity

The 24 aircraft plants in LA aren’t just manufacturing—they’re nodes in a real-time Al feedback loop.
Every design change, every material shift, every test flight feeds into a shared intelligence layer that
reduces time-to-market and inereases reliability.
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The Hidden Cost of
Decentralization

This suggests that future Al in aerospace won't just be about
software—it will be about physical infrastructure. The most
advanced Al models for aircraft design are only as good as the
real-world data they receive from active, high-volume
manufacturing hubs. Without that data stream, even the best

Al models become theoretical.
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