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31 Junior Colleges in One County

Los Angeles County leads the U.S. in accessible higher education infrastructure
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THE DATA

Junior Colleges (2022)

Los Angeles County hosts the highest number of junior colleges
among all U.S. counties.

This concentration reflects a strategic investment in accessible
higher education infrastructure, particularly in urban, high-density
regions. The presence of 31 junior colleges in a single county
suggests a deliberate, decentralized model for workforce readiness
and credentialing — one that predates and may now be accelerating
Al integration in vocational and technical training.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, County Business Patterns 2022, NAICS 6112 (Junior colleges) -
ALEX Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-10-ai-higher-ed-ind-6112-count
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Al Access Begins at the Ground Level

This model demonstrates that Al in higher education isn’t just about elite research labs — it’s also
about creating pathways for underrepresented populations to gain Al-relevant skills through
accessible, community-based institutions.
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The Hidden Al Infrastructure
Map

This suggests that future Al policy should not only fund
research universities but also embed Al literacy and ethics into
community college curricula — ensuring that innovation is
both inclusive and sustainable.
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